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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the applicants' communication received on 
July 26, 2007. 

2. Claim 1 and 3-24 are presented for examination. Applicants have amended 
claims 1, 3, 5-7, and 12 in the amendment received on July 26, 2007. Claims 2 has 
been cancelled. 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 
1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) and a submission, filed on July 26, 
2007. 

4. Applicants' arguments with respect to claim 1 and 3-24 have been considered 
but is deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Vora et 



al. (Pat. No. 6539379 filed August 23, 1999, hereinafter Vora). 
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7. Regarding Claim 1 , Vora teaches a method and apparatus for implementing a 
corporate directory and service center. 

The method and associated system for a method and apparatus for 
implementing a corporate directory and service center as taught or suggested by Vora 
includes: 

obtaining organization structure information that defines a hierarchical structure 
of connected nodes (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., 
lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67), each node representing a business unit, each business 
unit being a part of the organization (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 
1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67), the organization structure defining how the 
business units are related to each other based on how the nodes are connected to one 
another in the organization structure (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 
1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67); obtaining data entity information that 
defines of data entities that represent the business data related to the organization (col. 
4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1- 
67); generating links, separate from the data entities, linking the data entities to the 
nodes in organization structure (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, 
col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67); and controlling user access to the data entities 
based on the links (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 
1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

8. Regarding Claim 3, Vora teaches each node comprises a link container 
configured to include one or more links to data entities and wherein generating links 
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comprises providing one or more links to data entities in the link container (col. 4, lines 
15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

9. Regarding Claim 4, Vora teaches a plurality of nodes into a node group (col. 4, 
lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67), 
each node group comprising a group link container configured to include one or more 
links to the data entities (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., 
lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67), and wherein generating links comprises providing one or 
more links to the data entities in the group link container (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 
20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

10. Regarding Claim 5, Vora teaches associating user roles with the nodes and 
group nodes in the hierarchical tree structure (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 
8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 6, Vora teaches assigning the user to a user role (col. 4, lines 
15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

12. Regarding Claim 7, Vora teaches filtering the user access to data entities linked 
to nodes that are associated with the user role to which the user is assigned (col. 4, 
lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col; 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

13. Regarding Claim 8, Vora teaches generating the organization structure 
information as a tree structure (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, 
col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

14. Regarding Claim 9, Vora teaches changing the tree structure (col. 4, lines 15-64, 
col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67); and 
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modifying the links to link the data entities to the changed tree structure (col. 4, lines 15- 
64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

1 5. Regarding Claim 1 0, Vora teaches automatically transferring links from the 
affected nodes to other nodes in the tree structure (col. 4, lines 1 5-64, col. 5, lines 20- 
67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

1 6. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Vora teaches presenting links to the affected nodes for 
manual modification (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., 
lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

1 7. Regarding Claim 12, Vora teaches an organization structure generator 
component (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, 
col. 10, lines 1-67), configured to generate the organization structure with a plurality of 
nodes, each node representing a unit of the organization (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, 
lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67); and a link manager 
component generating a link between a given unit of the organization represented by a 
given node in the organization structure and an entity representative of data 
corresponding to the organization by generating the link between the given node and 
the entity (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 
10, lines 1-67). 

1 8. Regarding Claim 1 3, Vora teaches a link container and wherein the link manager 
is configured to generate the link between the given unit and the entity by placing the 
link in the link container represented by the given node (col. 4, lines .1 5-64, col. 5, lines 
20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 
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19. Regarding Claim 14, Vora teaches a user role manager component configured to 
assign a user role to a user (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 
9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

20. Regarding Claim 15, Vora teaches the user role manager component is 
configured to link each role to nodes in the organization structure through containers 
associated with those nodes (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, 
col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

21 . Regarding Claim 16, Vora teaches a filtering layer configured to filter user access 
to entities based on the user's user role and the links (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 
20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

22. Regarding Claim 17, Vora teaches the link manager is configured to 
automatically modify links in the link containers according to a predetermined process 
based on changes to the organization structure (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, 
col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

23. Regarding Claim 18, Vora teaches changes to the organization structure affect 
nodes and wherein the link manger is configured to display links in the link containers 
corresponding to the affected nodes for manual modification based on the changes to 
the organization structure (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 
9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

24. Regarding Claim 19, the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection 
of claim 1 presented above. In addition, Vora teaches tree data indicative of a tree 
structure comprised of connected nodes (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, 
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lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67), each node in the tree structure 
representing a unit of the organization and configured to include filter links (col. 4, lines 
15-64, col. 5, lines 20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67), the 
filter links each identifying a business data entity that is linked to the unit of the 
organization represented by the node containing the link (col. 4, lines 15-64, col. 5, lines 
20-67, col. 8, lines 1-67, col. 9., lines 1-67, col. 10, lines 1-67). 

25. Regarding Claim 20, the limitations of this claim has been noted in the rejections 
of claims 2, 6, and 7 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

26. Regarding Claim 21 , the limitations of this claim has been noted in the rejections 
of claims 2, 6, and 7 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

27. Regarding Claim 22, the limitations of this claim has been noted in the rejections 
of claims 5 and 19 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

28. Regarding Claim 23, the limitations of this claim has been noted in the rejections 
of claims 1,12, and 19 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

29. Regarding Claim 24, the limitations of this claim has been noted in the rejections 
of claim 19 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

NAME OF CONTACT 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl Lewis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 13. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571 ) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 
273-8300. 

(571) 273-4113 (Use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper/amendment be faxed directly to them on occasions.). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/ Technology Center (571) 272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Cheryl Lewis / 

Patent Examiner, A.U. 2167 

November 26, 2007 



